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The Vidvatsadas or conference of Sanskrit scholars is an important institution intended to encourage and promote Sanskrit culture in the State, That it is an ancient institution will be seen from the fact that its founder was His Highness Kartika Tirunal Maharaja whose glorious reign from 1758 to 1798 has left a splendid and lengthy record of forty years full of remarkable achievements as a hard and courageous fighter of battles, a consummate statesman* and a distinguished administrator of rare powers of vision and far-sightedness. He was also the author of Balarama Bharata, several Kathakalis in Malayalam, a reputed scholar and poet and also a well-known and liberal patron of arts and letters, besides being an expert in music and dancing, -It is, therefore, no wonder that he conceived the idea of organising a Vidvatsadas or a conference of Sanskrit Scholars in connection with the Navaratri festival when Sarasvati or Goddess of Learning is worshiped. Pantalam Subrahmanya Sastri, the well-known Vaiyakarana, appears to have been the Adhyaksha or President of the Sadas during the yearly years of its organisation. This Sadas was thoroughly reorganised and considerably popularised by His Highness Svati Tirunal Maharaja (1829-47), the great poet, musician and composer and since then the Sadas has been held without intermission year after year, and some of the greatest scholars of Travancore like Anantarama Sastri, Elathur Ramaswami Sastri, Subba Dikshitar and Dr. T. Ganapathi Sastri, have guided its deliberations from time to time, making it an excellent agency for the advancement of Sanskrit culture in many branches. His Highness Sir Sri Ghitra Tirunal Maharaja, himself a keen and earnest student of Sanskrit, attends the Sadas. Convinced of the great benefits it can confer for nurturing the race of Sanskrit Pandits and keeping aglow the lamp of Sanskrit learning which was burning brilliantly at the courts of the Eulers of Travancore for centuries, His Highness' desire is to trim this
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